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Marsy’s Law was in action recently
in Owensboro. Daviess Circuit
Court’s first criminal trial since the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
was also the county’s first
application of Marsy’s Law. These
constitutional rights, including the
right to be present throughout the
criminal justice process, extend to
the parents when the victim is a
juvenile. During the June trial, where
the victim was a juvenile, Marsy’s
Law allowed the child’s father to be
present in the courtroom throughout
the trial.

No doubt, numerous criminal trials in
Kentucky placed on hold during
2020 are beginning to proceed. And
with that, more instances of Marsy’s
Law implementation will occur. 

Marsy's LAw in action

MLKY partnered with landmarks across the state to shine a
purple light during the 40th Anniversary of National Crime

Victims' Rights Week

adʹ·vo·kātʹ (verb): to support, assist others on a cause or issue of concern; to act as an advocate for others.

Friends,
Marsy’s Law is now in effect in the Kentucky
Constitution – finally securing the dignity and voice
that crime victims deserve in our justice system –
and our Marsy’s Law for Kentucky team remains
dedicated to ensuring these precious rights are
implemented, upheld, and protected. Marsy’s Law
has been embraced by victims and prosecutors,
and we’re seeing the incredible impact that these
constitutional rights are having in our
Commonwealth. As we approach the one-year
anniversary of Marsy’s Law passage in Kentucky,
we will continue to elevate your voices. In this
newsletter, you’ll hear about events we’ve attended
– and I invite you to reach out if we can join you for
something soon – and you’ll see examples of how
Marsy’s Law is being implemented across the state.
I hope you’ll keep sharing with me the stories you
learn of or experience yourselves.
Friends, Marsy’s Law is working for Kentuckians.
And I don’t doubt for a moment that it’s because of
your dedication in ensuring that it passed last
November.

In gratitude,
Emily

 

Full story here: Messenger-Inquirer 

https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/first-trial-since-pandemic-results-in-20-year-sentence-for-man-convicted-for-sex-offenses/article_63d5c848-ef7e-5b44-9c3b-36f154ed4ef3.html


The Directive and way the Board issued it constitutes a
violation of Section 26A (Marsy’s Law) of the Kentucky
Constitution.

In issuing the Directive, the Board not only violated KRS
Chapter 13A, it deprived crime victims of due process and
dignity under Section 26A (Marsy’s Law) of the Kentucky
Constitution by obliterating the closure they once had
knowing that the prisoners who exacted such personal
tragedy on them would remain in prison for life.

… the plaintiffs respectfully request a declaration that the
Directive violates Sections 2 and 26A (Marsy’s Law) of the
Kentucky Constitution by purporting to set aside final serve
out orders for prisoners serving life sentences and granting
those prisoners another parole hearing.

Attorney General Cites Marsy's Law

 in Parole Board Suit

When a directive came down from the Kentucky Parole Board
that would have prevented inmates from being ordered to serve
out their life sentences the first time the board saw them, the
commonwealth’s legal community, supporters of victims’ rights,
and Kentuckians at-large stood up and spoke out in opposition.

Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron, as well as
numerous commonwealth’s attorneys, noted the directive was a
violation of the laws of the commonwealth. And in the lawsuit
filed by Attorney General Cameron demanding an end to the
directive, Marsy’s Law was prominently cited. Among the
references to Marsy’s Law (which is Section 26A in the Kentucky
Constitution):
 

 

 

 
The Kentucky Parole Board rescinded the directive under the
leadership of new chairperson Ladeidra Jones.

Full story here: Louisville Courier-Journal 

MARSYS LAW ON THE GROUND

David Toney, a former resident of
Ashland, Ky., whose father was
murdered in 1994, is joined by Dr.
Emily Bonistall Postel, state
director for Marsy’s Law for
Kentucky. Toney hosted a dinner
in Ashland to celebrate the
Kentucky Parole Board’s
rescinding of a directive prohibiting
inmates serving life sentences
from receiving “serve outs” the first
time they appear before the
Board. The directive was
retroactive, meaning dozens of
Kentucky’s most notorious killers –
including the killer of David’s
father – would receive new parole
hearings. The dinner was at
House of Grace Church in
Ashland.

Full story here: WSAZ

https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2021/06/13/kentucky-attorey-general-files-suit-challenging-new-parole-board-rule/7677794002/
https://www.wsaz.com/video/2021/08/01/kentucky-parole-board-directive-overturned/


Marsy's Law for Kentucky State
Director, Dr. Emily Bonistall Postel has
delivered more than 50 trainings and
workshops to audiences of all sizes
and makeup, and she often discusses
trauma-informed and victim-centered
strategies that reduce secondary
trauma from the criminal justice
system. In her recent training with the
Mary Byron Project, the goal was to
help the Fellows understand why these
strategies work by learning how trauma
affects victims. By gaining a deeper
understanding of the neurobiology of
trauma, participants learned to
recognize the role and impact of
trauma in victims’ behaviors.

Connect with Marsy's Law

Partners in Action
Marsy’s Law of Kentucky has many great partners across the commonwealth working to serve victims and their
families every day. The Mary Byron Project specifically works to enhance justice and end intimate partner violence.
The organization seeks to fulfill that mission through the Legal Fellows Program and the Appellate Advocacy
Program. 

The Legal Fellows Program is a leadership and skill-building program that equips attorneys to provide pro bono legal
services to victims of intimate partner violence. Attorneys participating in the program agree to provide pro bono
appellate legal services in the Mary Byron Project’s Appellate Advocacy Program. 

The Appellate Advocacy Program is a valuable resource to victims who may have filed a personal appeal or a
perpetrator filed an appeal against them. Through this program, victims may be able to receive legal representation
on the appeal at no cost. The program handles many different types of appeals including protective orders and
custody orders when intimate partner violence is an issue.

For more information about The Mary Byron Project, visit https://www.marybyronproject.org.

The goal was for participants to be
empowered to make trauma-
informed changes, so the session
offered attendees practical, feasible
steps and legal remedies to improve
the experience for crime victims
throughout the justice process.

Do you have an idea for a session
with your group? We'd love to
discuss how we can partner to 
 support your organization. Contact
Emily at ebonistall@marsyslaw.us.
. 

"Marsy's Law Director of Outreach recently provided training about victim-centered, trauma
informed advocacy to attorneys participating in the Mary Byron Legal Fellows Program. The
training provided easy to follow, practical steps for attorneys representing crime victims to
help ease the additional trauma that the justice system can cause victims."

Dorislee Gilbert, Executive Director, The Mary Byron Project

Connect with Us

www.marsyslawforky.com

kentucky@marsyslaw.us

https://www.facebook.com/MarsysLaw4KY
https://twitter.com/MarsysLaw4KY
https://www.marybyronproject.org/our-work/legal-fellows-program/
https://www.marybyronproject.org/our-work/appellate-advocacy-program/
https://www.marybyronproject.org/

