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Friends,
It’s hard to believe that a year has passed since Kentucky
voters overwhelmingly approved Marsy’s Law as an
amendment to Kentucky’s Constitution. During this last year,
victims of crime, their loved ones, advocacy organizations,
the legal community and many others have united in
recognizing the rights of victims provided by Marsy’s Law. 
 
It has been an amazing paradigm shift as conversations
regarding crime victims and their rights have become part of
the criminal justice process. And most importantly, instances
of Marsy’s Law making a difference – where survivors and
their families are able to participate in, and be heard during,
the criminal justice process – are occurring throughout the
Commonwealth. 
 
Thank you for your role in helping Marsy’s Law become such
an integral part of Kentucky’s criminal justice system.
 
During the next 12 months, I hope we can further ensure that
crime victims in Kentucky can lean on their constitutional
rights of inclusion, participation and respect brought to them
by Marsy’s Law. In the meantime, please take a moment to
watch the video below as we celebrate one year with Marsy's
Law in Kentucky!

In gratitude,
Emily

 

Virtual Panel Celebrates 

one year with marsy's law

adʹ·vo·kātʹ (verb): to support, assist others on a cause or issue of concern; to act as an advocate for others.

With November 3 marking the one year
anniversary of Marsy's Law in Kentucky, we
engaged a virtual panel discussing the
constitutional amendment's progress.

A huge thank you to our panelists who took
the time to share their experiences during
the event: Denise Durbin, Executive
Director, Kentucky Attorney General's
Office for Victims Advocacy; Brittany
Scordo, Director of Victim Services, Fayette
County Commonwealth's Attorney's Office;
Jennifer Brown and Jennifer Lainhart,
Blueprint for Safety; and Laela Kashan,
Staff Attorney, Kentucky Association of
Sexual Assault Programs. 

It was truly inspiring to hear from each of
them as they recounted the ways Marsy's
Law is being implemented within their
organizations and used to provide victims a
voice in the judicial process. If you missed
the virtual panel on November 3. You can
watch it here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjIMeZF80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjIMeZF80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UXvA99nNKU


       STATE DIRECTOR SPEAKS AT  NATIONAL

CONFERENCE ON VICTIMS' RIGHTS

MLKY was represented in Portland earlier this month during the 21st Annual National Crime
Victim Law Institute’s Conference. This is the only national conference focusing on the impact of
law, rights, and the justice system on victims, including enforcement of victims’ rights in criminal
cases.

This year’s theme – Empowering Through Access – resonates with our efforts in Kentucky as the
constitutional rights provided by Marsy’s Law empower victims by protecting their meaningful
access to the criminal justice system. State Director Dr. Emily Bonistall Postel co-presented with
Dorislee Gilbert, J.D. to share “Practical Steps and Legal Remedies: Strategies to Improve the
Criminal Justice Experience for Crime Victims.”

Situating real experiences from victims in Kentucky within the research, we discussed the ways
that improving access and participation in proceedings has a profound effect on victims –
including promoting the therapeutic recovery process. By connecting the neurobiology of trauma
with the manifestation of trauma in victim behavior throughout the criminal justice system,
participants were able to clearly see why it can be so retraumatizing to a victim when the criminal
justice system fails to protect these rights. The session included a robust discussion of practical
remedies (including communication techniques and litigation strategies) that aid prosecutors and
victims’ attorneys in improving the criminal justice experience for crime victims.

Emily and Dorislee have been invited to publish this as a law review article and to present it at
the University Louisville Law Review Symposium in February 2022!

https://ncvli.org/events/


During our one-year anniversary panel, Denise Durbin highlighted the resources available for
victims through the Kentucky Office of the Attorney General. Once Marsy’s Law was adopted,
their office updated the victims’ rights brochure accordingly. This resource is available on their
website and is provided to crime victims as well as service providers.

Denise shared, “In an effort to educate the community, a second product was created, the
Learn Your Rights Marsy’s Law Card. This card is given to victims and service providers, and
includes space to add supporter contact information. We recognize that as a result of the
trauma, victims forget a lot of the information shared with them in the moments following their
meeting. This form gives the service provider an easy place to add next steps and contact
information for them to revisit later. As an organization, we’re trying to do all we can to get the
word out." To hear Denise's full discussion of these resources, watch here. 

Resources for Victims' Rights

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UXvA99nNKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UXvA99nNKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UXvA99nNKU


Ava Stokes was just 18 years old when a man entered her college apartment and raped her at knife
point. 

"I think being able to actually use your voice, when you're ready, is the most empowering thing that a
survivor can do because, in that moment, you have all the control. No one can take that away from you.
They can't not listen. They have no choice but to sit there and hear what their victim went through and
what they put them through. So I think that its ... among other things, the most important aspect ... that
Marsy's Law has gifted to survivors," said Ava.

Today, she is using her voice and experience to courageously offer help and support to other survivors
walking through similar situations. She found that encouragement through the support of 
 Commonwealth's Attorney, Sharon Muse.

When Ava met Sharon, she learned she was not only a prosecutor, but a former assault victim and
creator of Own Your Moment, an organization designed to help individuals learn how to avoid
threatening situations.  After Sharon's assault, she was so appalled by the treatment of victims that she
went on to run, and be elected to, the position of Commonwealth's Attorney, serving the 14th circuit -
Scott, Bourbon, and Woodford counties. It was in this role that Sharon met Ava, and through her own
experiences, helped Ava turn her pain into purpose.

To hear more of Ava and Sharon's story, check out the last segment of Why We Do What We Do.

Why we do what we do

thank you Kentucky!
In early November we asked our
followers on social media to tell us how
Marsy's Law had made a difference in
their lives over this past year. We were
so encouraged to hear from people all
across the state! Thank you for a great
first year.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live?ref=watch_permalink&v=481676413118980
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live?ref=watch_permalink&v=481676413118980
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live?ref=watch_permalink&v=481676413118980


Memorable moments from 2021

www.marsyslawforky.com

kentucky@marsyslaw.us

Connect with Us

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live?ref=watch_permalink&v=481676413118980
https://www.facebook.com/MarsysLaw4KY
https://twitter.com/MarsysLaw4KY

